
NATIONAL GMDSS IMPLEMENTATION TASK FORCE 
 

 MEETING ANNOUNCEMENT 
 
DATE/TIME:    Thursday 11 August at 9:30 am 
LOCATION:     Dept. of Transportation HQ; 7th and E Streets SW; Washington DC 
CHAIRMAN:  Capt. Jack Fuechsel, USCG (Ret)  
FOR INFO:  Jack Fuechsel at 703-941-1935 or e-mail: gmdsstf@cox.net 
 

DRAFT  AGENDA 
 

1. Distribute documents:          
  Summary record of Task Force meeting of 19 May 2005 
  NASBLA Draft Model Act re EPIRBs and VHF for all vessels offshore 
  GMDSS Modernization, Proposed Task Force Position 
  USCG RFI for Nationwide Automatic Identification System (NAIS) 
 
2.  Review Summary Record of 19 May Task Force meeting  
 
3.  Coast Guard Report on pending GMDSS issues  
  Status of MF-DSC coastal network in CONUS – Capt Len Ritter 
  Status of Rescue 21 coastal VHF-DSC Program – Anita Allen 
  Review of Coast Guard AIS Regulations and modifications – Jorge Arroyo  
  Long Range Tracking Initiative in IMO – Bill Cairns 
  Results of Equipped to Survive Foundation EPIRB trials – Doug Ritter 
 
4.   FCC Report on pending GMDSS issues   
  Review of Rulemaking changes to Part 80 - Ghassan Khalek 
  Free Permanent U.S. Ship Radio License as proposed by UK? – Ghassan 
Khalek 

Recognition of BOATUS/Sea Tow MMSIs in FCC Data Base – Ghassan 
Khalek 
GMDSS Inspection program for SOLAS vessels – George Dillon 
 

5.   GMDSS Modernization Issues – RADM Ed Gilbert  
  Recommendations of ad hoc group for Task Force review (This 3 page 
document has been posted on the Task Force website 
[www.navcen.uscg.gov/marcomms] for those who wish to review it in advance) 
  GMDSS operational concerns expressed by American Radio Association 
 
6. RTCM Report – Bob Markle 
 
7. Reports and Issues: Recreational Vessel Task Group - Elaine Dickinson 
  Progress on VHF-DSC Tutorial by BOATUS Foundation 
  NASBLA Model Act regarding EPIRBs and VHF radios 



  Extent to which Towing Companies guard DSC Ch 70? 
 
8. Reports and Issues: Training Task Group - Chris Krusa 
  Ad hoc group to review GMDSS Question Pools and FCC Regulations 
  Ad hoc group to review GMDSS Maintainer Certification in the U.S. 
 
9. Reports and Issues: Commercial Vessel Task Group - Nino Martini 
  Briefing by “Connexion by Boeing” – Alan Rinker (Invited) 
 
10. Reports and Issues: Service Agents & Mfgrs Task Group - Ralph Sponar 
 
11. Review status of Task Force Continuing Work List Items 
 
12. Other Business, Confirm next meeting date in Washington (Friday 14 October with 
NMEA in Naples, Florida suggested) 
 
 

GMDSS TASK FORCE CONTINUING WORK LIST 
19 May 2005 

1. Monitor FCC continuing action to update GMDSS Rules (TF) 
2. Recommend actions to reduce False alerts in GMDSS systems (TF) 
3. Monitor Coast Guard Port State GMDSS inspection program (TF) 
4. Monitor MSI broadcasting programs for compliance with GMDSS Standards (TF) 
5. Review GMDSS Internet Web Sites and update Task Force portion of USCG site 
(TF) 
6. Support SOLAS Working Group planning for IMO COMSAR meetings (TF) 
7. Disseminate GMDSS Information Bulletins and IMO GMDSS Documents (TF) 
8. Advocate Canadian coordination to extend GMDSS services to the Great Lakes (TF) 
9. Review GMDSS concepts and make modernization recommendations (TF) 
10. Recommend Coastal states require VHF or EPIRBs for all vessels offshore (TF)  
11. Review GMDSS publications and recommend updates to keep the data current (TR) 
12. Encourage AMVER & VOS participation to supplement GMDSS (CV) 
13. Publicize availability of NAVTEX receivers without printers for all vessels (CV) 
14. Advocate intership calling on HF GMDSS channels (CV) 
15. Encourage Mfgrs. to upgrade GMDSS explanations in equipment manuals (SA) 
16. Recommend to FCC clarifications to their List of Approved GMDSS Equipment 
(SA) 
17. Monitor guidelines for GMDSS equipment maint. and maintainer standards (SA) 
18. Monitor proper interconnection of GPS receivers with DSC Radios (SA)  
19. Recommend training programs for non-mandatory users of GMDSS systems (RV) 
20. Encourage GMDSS handbooks and Internet and video training aids (RV) 
21. Recommend Class ‘D’ VHF-DSC as superior to RTCM SC-101 format (RV) 
22. Advocate dropping of FCC License requirement for short international voyages 
(RV) 



23. Advocate that FCC accept MMSI numbers assigned by BOAT US and Sea Tow 
(RV) 
24. Advocate expanded voluntary use of Marine Personal Locater Beacons (RV) 
 
 
Key to cognizant group: (TF) Task Force 
    (TR) Training Task Group 
    (CV) Commercial Vessel Task Group 
    (SA) Service Agents and Manufacturers Task Group 
    (RV) Recreational Vessel Task Group 
 
NOTE: The meeting will be held in conference room 3328. The DOT 
Headquarters, also known as the Nassif Building, is located in Southwest 
Washington DC at 7th and E Streets. It is served by the Metro Orange, Blue, and 
Yellow lines at the L’Enfant Plaza stop. The GMDSS Task Force meeting is open 
to all interested parties but because it is held in a security controlled federal office 
building, prospective attendees without government identification should enter the 
building at the southwest (7th & E) corner for screening through visitor control. If 
you have not attended Task Force meetings previously, please contact Jack 
Fuechsel by phone or email to be added to the list of expected participants which is 
provided in advance to DOT Security. Security rules call for escort of non-
government visitors by DOT employees. After registering with visitor control, 
visitors needing escort should wait in that vicinity for a DOT employee to escort 
them to the conference room. 
 
 
Please refer questions and proposals to Captain Jack Fuechsel at 703-941-1935 or 
gmdsstf@cox.net 
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